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N a former Paper, predominant Judgment and 
Difcretion were fettled as the Limits that cir- 
cum{cribe the Man of Senfe and the genuine 

Wit, and diftinguifh them from others of a diffe- 
rent Nature and Denomination. If you pafs this 
Frontier, you enter into a wide uncultivated Re- 
gion, an mtelle&tual Africa, that abounds with an 
endlefs Variety of monftrous and irregular Minds. 
Thefe abfurd Underftandings are the Errors and 
Deviations of Nature in the Formation of the 
Head, where thoufands are incompleat to one that 
is brought to Perfeétion. ' 


Infinite is the Variety of thefe Tribes of Men, 
that are deftitute of good Senfe arid Judgment. Fops, 
HalfWits, Pedants and Coxcontbs, which are the 
general Heads, are divided and fubdivided into 
numberlefs Branches, all diverfify'd by their pe- 
culiar Oddneffes and fpecifick Caprices: "Tis ex- 
tremely difficult to trace effential Differences among 
resular Beings, but ’tis much more fo to fettle the 
Boundaries that divide one Species from another 
among thefe anomalous Produétions ; their con- 
ftituent Whimfeysare fo very delicate and abftrufe, 
that perhaps they often confift in the improper 
Length, Size of Situation of a Fibre in the Brain, 
in a difproportion’d Humour, or an immoderate 
Ferment in ‘he Compofition. But to gratify the 
Curious, I fhall attempt to deduce the Pedegree 
of fome of the moft eminent Clans. 


_ When the Madman and the Fool meet in the 
fame Complexion, while the former enlivens and 
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refines the latter, and the latter reduces and qua- 
lifies the former, the Produétion 1s a Coxcomb, 
orameecr Wit, which are multiply'd into nume- 
rous Kinds, as their Ingredients meet in various 
Proportions, or are more flightly or more inti- 
mately blended and combind. From thefe diffe- 
rent Complications arifes the diltinguifhing Di- 
fparity, that is found among the numerous fub- 
ordinate Claffes of thefe ambiguous Animals, to 
which the rational and irrational World equall 
pretend. Such are the feveral Tribes of the halt- 
craz’d, the Impertinents, the Pedants, the perpe- 
tual Talkers, the Men of Form, the Mafters of 
infignificant Eloquence, and the Affected, which 
includes an Under-Species, equally difagreeable, of 
thofe who with vikible Affectation labour to ap- 
pear unaffeéted. 


If the Madman has the Superiority in the Mix- 
ture, a Progeny is produce’d of fhining Fops, Poe- 
tafters, petulant Laughers, and morofe falfe Cri- 
ticks. Ifthe Fool prevails, and keeps the Mad- 
man under, you have a furprizing Race of craft 
Blockheads, who are fenfelefs in Converfation, 
yet cunning in their AStions, and cheat us daily 
under the Appearance of Stupidity. Hence too 
proceeds a Species of Men, who having only a 
Sprinkling of Genius in their Cempofition, are al- 
ways aiming at fine Things, and difturbing the 


Company with infipid Raillery. 


As oft as the Balance of Power between the 
Madman and the Fool is broken, accordins to 


thers 










their different Degrees of Superiority on either 
Side, a new Set of thefe capricious Animais 1s 
brought into Being, whole common Nature ts 
more vary d by their feveral whimiical Properties, 
than the Ape or Monkey hind, which imitate this 
irregular Kace of Men, as much as theie Men re- 
femble others, who are endow’d with true Genius 
and good Sentfe. 


Thefe Reflections bring to my Thoughts a Story 
which | have fomewhere rea@pof a young Gentle- 
man in the Court of Hraxee, during the Keign, as 
I remember, of Henry the Third. This Perfon 
being of a graceful Afpect, of great Humanity and 
obliging Behaviour, was belov’d by all, notwith- 
ftanding that his little Share of Senfe made his 
Converfation low and trifling. It happen’d, I 
cannot recolle& by what Accident, that this Gen- 
tleman crew diftracted ; and then the Ferments of 
the Madman having agitated and exalted the fleg- 
matick Fool, he became an ingenious and pleafant 
Companion. ‘The Court was mightily pleas’d, and 
engag’d the King’s Phyfician to undertake his Cure. 
The Gentleman by the Doétor’s Prefcriptions foon 
recoverd, but the Foo! recover’d with him; his 
fhining Parts were funk and eftac’d, and his Head 
reduc’d to its original Softnefs. 


As in the Inftances I have given of the various 
Compofitions, where Judgment and Difcretion are 
no Ingredients, the Fool and the Madman are {o 
thoroughly mixt, as to make a compound Being 
different in Kind from either of the combining 
Principles, fo it falls out that the Union of them 
in fome Conftitutions is fo flight and loofe, that 
like Wine and Oil but gently fhook together, 
they are not perfe&tly blended and incorpora- 
ted, but ftil! preferve their diftin& Natures. 
"The Foo! and the Madman are not here {fo entire - 
ly united and confolidated, as to make a Com- 
pound of a different Appellation ; but in this 
Confufion, rather than Mixture, the Principles 
eafily feparate. This deft&tive Compofition pro- 
duces an inconfiftent Race of Men, which may 
be denominated Lunatick Wits, in whofe flack 
Contexture the Madman breaking loofe from the 
Fool, and the Fool difengag’d from the Madman, 
often appear entire and uncompounded, or at leaft 
in a great meafure free from Allay. In this Com- 
plexion the Madman and the Fool feem to have 
compromis’d their Differences 5 and being deter- 
min’d to aét independently, fhare the Government 
of the Man between them. The Madman, as 
Sovereign, takes Poffeffion of the Brain, and rules 
the Imagination, whence arife that Acutenefs of 
Thought, Quicknefs of Apprehenfion, thofe fur- 
prizing Turns of Wit, and that entertaining Hu- 
mour, which are almoft peculiar to this Species. 
The Provinces where the Fool has Dominion, are 
the various Concerns and Affairs of Life ; in which 
he atts as uncontroul’d, and fhines as confpicuous, 
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i ais, that the fpeculative 
Witdom and the ne Poily of this Tribe 
iliuftrating and improving one another are both 
admirable 5 and that famous Expreffion may jutt] 
1a i , ° a J y 
be apply’d to them, They nerer fpeak a Silly Thing 
and Hever do a weye One. °? 
It is from the Contemplation of this Species 
that a known Obdfervation has been made, That 
all great Wits have a Tinfiure of Madnefs. The Rex. 
fon of this Remark, I imégine is, becaufe that as in 
Proportion there are greater Numbers of Wits of 
this Kind, than of any other, fo they are likewi 
the moft eminent for {prightly Imagination, agree. 
able Strains of Raillery, and gentecl Satyr, A 
Wit of the Lunatick Kind has Spirits fo expanded 
and inflam’d, that one Heat more had made him 
a Georze lox or a ames Naylor 5 and the Tranficion 
is very eafy from the Frontier of this Tribe to the 
Colledge in Moorfields. While a Man of Wit of this 
Clafs has fo much of the fleginatick Principle in 
his Make as bridles the Lunatick, no Genius js 
more admirable either in Converfation or Writing ; 
but fuch are his Inequalities, and fo many Excur- 
ficns from Senfe appear in the Conduét of his 
Liiv, that "tis evident his Compofition 1s incon- 
fiitent and extravagant. 


All thefe Ranks of abfurd Productions in the 
Rational World, which I have mention’d, agree, 
as has been faid, in one general Notion, namely, 
Indifcretion and Privation or Abfence of fudg. 
ment 5 but the peculiar Properties and curious 
Particularities, which by a wonderful Fertility 
sroduce fubaltern Orders, are innumerable ; for 
yee znd Deviation is infinite; and no Mind is 
endow'd with fufficient Sagacity to penetiate the 
minutcit Receffzs of Nature, unravel the odd Com- 
plications of difagreeing Principles, and tell where 
one Species of Coxcombs ends, and a new one 
begins. 


This is the Province of the Comick Poct, and 
perhaps no Nation on Earth furnifhes him with a 
greater Variety of Originals, or more- furprizing, 
ridiculous and whimfical Chara&ters to be expos’d 
on the Stage, than our own Ifland; which 1s, I 
believe, the Reafon that the Briti/, Theatre affords 
more Entertainment of this Kind than any of our 
Neighbours, who in Comparifon of us are indt- 
gent of fuch Diftinétions and Particularities. 


A ftupid Ideot, or a downright diftracted Man, 
are Objects of Compaffion, not of Raillery and 
Derifion. A confiderable, tho’ inferior Degree of 
Senfe is requir’d to fet off 2 Coxcomb, and make 
a Half-Wit eminently ridiculous ; and this is the 
Cafe of the various Claffes that have been men- 
tion’d, and therefore they become the proper Sub- 


jects of Mirth and Ridicule. 
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